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(In Sunday's attacks, explosives were placed near ATM machines and bank branches in at least 14 locations across four southern provinces,

including Yala, Pattani and Narathiwat, as well as Songkhla province, the military said.

Muslims around the world marked the start of the fasting month of Ramadan last week.
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As with most attacks in Thailand's deep south, there was no claim of responsibility.)

uveya ; https:

https://www.nst.com.my/world/2018/05/371599/multiple-bomb-attacks-hit-thailands-deep-south-injure-three-people
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(The fourth day of the month of Ramadan has been marred with incidents of violence with about 20 bombs targeting Automatic Teller

Machines (ATM), going off in some parts of southern Thailand.)

ﬁm%uﬂa ; http://bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1465515
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ﬁm%uﬂa ; https://www.bbc.com/thai/thailand-44206049?ocid=socialflow_facebook
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(According to professor Srisompob Jitpiromsri of Deep South Watch, a local think-tank, BRN was responsible for Sunday’s bombings.

“The BRN restarted violence at the beginning of the month. The number of attacks shot up because a variety of reasons, including this month

is Ramadan and the uncertainty of peace talks,” Srisompob told BenarNews by phone.

“The insurgent group might want to the disrupt the safety zone attempt because they feel they don’t need to care about it,” Srisompob said.)
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(“The assailants wanted to directly disrupt people’s lives, especially where they aimed at public places,” Pramote told reporters. “Secondly,
they breached Islamic teaching, especially with such attacks during the holy month of Ramadan. They did not listen to the caution of the 11

Muslim organizations to refrain from violence.”)

ﬁmﬁ'ayja ; https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/thai/Deep-South-bombs-05212018124236.html
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(The last meeting between the two technical teams(JTT) was on 25 April 2018 . It was the final overview of the agreed SZ, SH, and JAC before
being submitted to the main team, the Joint Working Group - Peace Dialogue Process(JWG-PDP), for endorsement prior to full implementation
of the SZ. Both sides consented on the tentative inauguration date but could not agree on signing the agreement. The Thai side was not
agreeable to signing the document . Their argument was that the process is still at the confidence building stage, therefore the signing of any

document is unnecessary .
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Mara Patani, on the other hand, opines that the signing of the agreement is mandatory since it involves certain sensitive issues like legal, security
and safety protection for its members who will participate in the SZ exercise. Without signing the document there is no guarantee for them. The
meeting ended in a stalemate. Both sides eventually agreed to let the JWG-PDP make the final decision in a meeting schedule in early May 2018.
That did not materialize. The 9th May Fourteenth Malaysian General Election saw the landslide victory of the Coalition of Hope led by the former
Prime Minister, Mahathir Mohamed, over the incumbent National Front under the leadership of Najib Razak. As far as the peace dialogue process
is concerned, any political changes in both Malaysia and Thailand will have an impact on the process in one way or another. This was true when
the Thai military toppled the civilian government of Premier Yingluck in 2014, and now the unexpected change of government in Malaysia would
probably have some effects on the process.

In my opinion, the much awaited implementation of the Safety Zones will have to wait , at least for two reasons: First, until both parties could
agree on the dispute over the document signing issue, the implementation of the SZ will be put on hold. Secondly, The Facilitator Mr. Zamzamin,
was exclusively appointed by Najib Razak on a contract basis that expires in February 2019. It is still premature to predict if Dr. Mahathir will
retain him or have him replaced. The new administration is prioritized on strengthening its sovernment first before turning to the peace process.
Like | always say, the peace talk is fragile and unpredictable. We are again at the red light of a cross road . When will the light turn green and to

which direction we will go , it is all open to our speculation and imagination. Until then all we have to do is WAIT.)
ﬁmﬁﬁay’a ; https://deepsouthwatch.org/th/node/11829
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(The Malaysian Armed Forces' (MAF) Second Battalion of the Royal Rangers Regiment seized 185kg of ketum leaves worth RM16,650 in the vicinity
of the Sahara Post near Padang Terap today.

It is believed the ketum leaves were destined for a neighbouring country.)

ﬁm%uﬂa ; http://bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1465805
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(The Kedah-Perlis Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) seized eight bags containing 410kg of syabu worth about RM29 million, from

the country’s territorial waters near the Malaysia-Thailand border early yesterday.)

uveya ; https:

http://bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1466814
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(The fasting month of Ramadan started just six days ago but Malaysians have started to cross over to the sub-province here to buy firecrackers

and fireworks.

Malaysians, mostly those from Kelantan, cross over to Takbai town opposite Pengkalan Kubor in Tumpat, via the many illegal jetties along

Golok river.
They travel in the illegal passenger boats and buy firecrackers and fireworks at several warehouses located at isolated areas in the town.
They buy the items in Thailand as they are cheaper compared to those sold in Malaysia.)

uveya ; https:
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