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2020-07-04 20 7 2.86
2020-07-05 18 4 4.5
2020-07-06 14 6 2.33
2020-07-07 17 1 17
2020-07-08 8 6 1.33
2020-07-09 7 14 0.5
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12.57 6.14 2.05
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16.14 7 2.31
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(The bombings were the first to strike the southern border region on back-to-back days since before Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN) rebels
declared a unilateral ceasefire in early April amid the coronavirus outbreak, although deadly shootings linked to the insurgents have occurred

since then.

Wednesday’s attack occurred at 5:30 p.m. when a patrol squad assigned to the 42nd Ranger Task Force arrived at Bang Maruad village, said

Police Col. Lieb Promchan, chief of the station in Pana-re district.

“From our investigation, the squad was patrolling the areas to keep the peace when the bomb was set off,” Lieb told reporters. “[We] believe

insurgents were responsible for the attack, aimed at stirring up the otherwise calm situation.”

On Tuesday, a blast in nearby Mae Lan district killed one of six soldiers on patrol, according to officials who said it was the first fatal bombing

since a COVID-19-related ceasefire began in the Deep South on April 3.
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An analyst with a regional think-tank alleged that members of BRN, the border region’s most powerful insurgent group, carried out the attacks
to make their presence known. BRN began direct negotiations for peace with a government team earlier this year, but the COVID-19 pandemic

led to a pause.

On Tuesday, the first bombing killed one soldier, Mujalin Srikaew, in Mae Lan, another district in Pattani, according to officials. Authorities said
suspected insurgents used a remotely detonated homemade bomb to attack the soldiers patrolling in the district, but that the other soldiers

were not injured.
Srisompob Jitpiromsri, director of the NGO Deep South Watch, blamed BRN for the attacks.

“The attack could happen at any time in the region, depending on good timing. | believe the BRN still wants to mount attacks in order to show

that they exist,” he told BenarNews.
Despite this, Srisompob expected BRN to work with government negotiators to bring peace to the region.
“In the next couple of years, | believe they will try to solve the issue by peaceful means,” he said.

In the months since the BRN-declared ceasefire, at least 17 people including five insurgents were killed and 49 injured in incidents of violence,

according to police and military reports compiled by BenarNews.)

ﬁuﬁa;&a ; https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/thai/two-bombings-07152020163529.html
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ﬁuﬁa;&a : https://www.bernama.com/en/world/news.php?id=1860611

https://www.bernama.com/en/general/news.php?id=1861204
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(The General Operations Force (PGA) Southeast Brigade has seized various smuggled goods worth RM10.28 million during the period between

January and June this year on the Malaysia-Thailand border in Kelantan, a figure that saw a threefold increase over the same period last year.

Southeast Brigade Commander SAC Hasan Basri Ahmad Safar said the seizure of more than RM10 million was made in 296 cases related to

smugsling activities, while last year goods worth RM3.16 million were seized, involving 189 cases during the same period.

"Among those seized were ketum leaves, cigarettes, daily necessities, petrol and others that were attempted to be smuggled in and out of the

Malaysia-Thailand border in the state through several illegal bases," he said.

He said the arrests involved 95 men, 13 women and four children as well as 55 vehicles involved in smugsling activities at the country’s

borders in the state.)
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ﬁuﬁa;&a ; https://www.bernama.com/en/general/news.php?id=1861364

&a d1inTNLUawIN MeNUElaIul ea NINHIAN 91 WIBNIIA AfST NdATTIIRalneUstingstatduas inunSeiuyuuuessgnai lali

dunwald newavyadeldsudedulusgrdlunisuiulpmsguloaiiuguuasds1uiannuagaIn s UNsULALESLAN 989980 wazyRan1ydy

lpglanzsguuauukazszuuaauiawes Wislinsasalassdudiiullegismanss mtlinasnmsmusuiiedrusaly daainisusulgessleuiitnis

AannsvasiaelszmAliussuudieiy iisananuedeu wunsnsldessaussynaud mnin1snsaiuiisn1sganinganauAanINTUsme

InevBaynadonds Alddndudewmuiitnisaaninsuednussinanis

("What we need is to provide good environment and we have to improve first and foremost the infrastructure connectivity to make sure that

we have better road and linkages for our community to do businesses," he said.

Narong earlier today paid a courtesy call on Kedah Menteri Besar Mohammad Sanusi Md Nor at Wisma Darul Aman here.

Narong said Kedah has a world class Immigration, Customs, Quarantine and Security (ICQS) checkpoint at Bukit Kayu Hitam while Thailand also

looked forward to have an ICQS of the same standard.

"Our ICQS at Sadao is still in the process of installing machinery and computer and we hope to fully operate in a couple of months," he said.

He stressed that the harmonisation of rules should also be implemented at the border to reduce time consumption during the immigration

procedure.

23



P ayaniunisaldminmenauniald RNN1sEIELEYIENSYRsHRNIAYY

"We have not started the discussion yet, but something like single clearance mechanism or single inspection (should be implemented), like

when you have a commercial truck, once inspected at Sadao (Thailand) it goes all the way to Bukit Kayu Hitam or Penang.

"Likewise, once you have checked in (the vehicle) at Bukit Kayu Hitam you go all the way as well; you don't have to go through too many

inspections, but both countries need to agree on that first," he said.
At present, Malaysia via Kedah, and Thailand are connected by two points namely Bukit Kayu Hitam and Durian Buruns.

The ambassador also expressed his concern that despite their close relationship, Kedah and Thailand rarely had the opportunity to share what

both were working on, in terms of developing infrastructure, industrial zone, special border or economic zone at the border.)

ﬁmﬁauﬂa : https://www.bernama.com/en/general/news.php?id=1860146
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(Thailand is decreasing security spending in its southern border provinces for the third time since 2018, citing a drop in insurgency-related

violence, and amid a broader reduction in the defense budget with funds slated for helping fight the COVID-19 pandemic.

But critics said the government should spend more money on peace talks and reducing poverty, and less on intelligence and “attitude

adjustment” programs in the violence-torn Deep South.

For 2021, Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-o-cha has proposed slashing the $309 million “comprehensive solution for the Deep South budget” by 9

percent, or $28.7 million.

His proposal includes allocating U.S. $7.1 billion for the defense ministry in 2021, a cut of $320 million from last year, according to a paper

published by the government’s budget bureau that outlines the proposed spending plan, with line items listed in the baht currency.

During a recent parliament debate on the budget, a senior defense official justified the proposed cuts to security-related spending in the far

south as being linked to relatively less bloodshed stemming from the insurgency.

“The fiscal year 2021 budget is based on the achievement in reduction of violence,” Gen. Chaichan Changmongkol, the deputy defense
minister, told parliamentarians earlier this month. “From October 2019 to May 2020, there were 46 incidents, while the previous same period

logged 141 incidents, a decline of 67.37 percent.”
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MP Rangsiman Rome, a member of the opposition Move Forward Party, expressed concern over proposed Deep South spending.

“The budget aimed at improving the Deep South situation through peace talks is the smallest of the security-related portion,” Rangsiman told

BenarNews, adding he feared that funds would be used to enhance security intelligence operations.

About $50 million will be earmarked through the military’s Internal Security Operations Command (ISOC) to enhance intelligence management,
improve public security, help compensate victims of attacks in the region, and “attitude adjustment,” the budget bureau paper showed.

Attitude adjustment sessions refer to ISOC officials summoning dissidents and calling on them to stop their actions against the government.

An analyst, meanwhile, warned that the budget reduction was premature, but agreed that funds earmarked for security operations should be

spent on development projects in the troubled border region.

“The problems are complex especially on the socio-economy side — poverty, education and other development,” Professor Srisompob

Jitpiromsri, director of Deep South Watch, a think-tank based in the region, told BenarNews.

“We need to look into longer-term efforts and not to cut the budget too early,” he said. “The security budget should be diverted to improve

livelihoods instead.”)

ﬁuﬁa;&a ; https://www.benarnews.org/english/news/thai/security-spending-07132020143025.html
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