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(Seven security forces personnel and two civilians were injured in two separate bombing incidents in two provinces in southern

Thailand today.
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The first incident, which occurred in Kampung Air Keroh, Chanet in Narathiwat at 3.30pm (local time), left six personnel and two

civilians injured.

“The incident occurred when the security volunteers from the Chanet district office were escorting a group of teachers,” said Chanet

Police Investigation Department chief Lt Apichart Suni.
He said the explosion was caused by a homemade bomb weighing 20kg hidden in a gas cylinder and activated via radio frequency.
Apichart said the victims only suffered minor injuries and were sent to the district hospital for treatment.

In the second incident in Saiburi, Pattani at 5.30pm, a ranger suffered chest injuries when a bomb weighing 10kg exploded while he

was on patrol, said Pattani acting police chief Col Piyawat Chalermsri. — Bernama)

ﬁu’l“ﬁaiﬂa ; http://www.themalaymailonline.com/world/article/nine-injured-in-two-separate-bombings-in-southern-tailand

http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v8/newsindex.php?id=1311511
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menssawrildefiuiinwing Funaa sy arflveshsrandgsliniseensuin Wudweerstu ailinisindesnguelnglusin o
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(Police detained two couples in two separate cars yesterday, including a policewoman, for their alleged involvement in smuggling

firearms into the country and criminal activities.

Sources close to the investigation said a team from the State Police Contingent picked up the four suspects, aged between 26 and

41, during a crime prevention patrol duty at Km9.7 of the North-South Expressway here about 10.40pm.
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In the first case, police found a sling bag that contained a Luger pistol, a round of bullets and 30 pieces of 9mm bullets wrapped in a

Thai-language newspaper in a Perodua Myvi, driven by a husband and wife, aged 31 and 26 respectively, a source told Bernama

here.

The source also said they found a set of police uniform that belonged to the 26-year-old woman, who is a police constable in Kuala

Lumpur.

“Initial investigations revealed that her husband admitted that the pistol, which he bought for RM3,000 from a man in Thailand,

belonged to him,” said the source, adding that the man just wanted to keep the pistol.)

ﬁuﬂ%’ayja ; http://www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/cop-among-four-detained-for-alleged-firearms-smuggling

http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v8/newsindex.php?id=1311194
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(Thai Police last night seized 19 sacks of ketum leaves weighing 700kg about to be smuggled into the country at the Malaysia-

Thailand border fence, here.

Thai 437th Border Police chief, Col Pahol Kerdkaew said four Thai men were arrested while trying to cut the steel fencing separating

the two countries.

"The estimated value of the ketum leaves seized was RM300,000," he said today, adding the men between 21 and 48 years-old are

from Songkhla.....)
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ﬁmw%auﬂa ; http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v8/newsindex.php?id=1311794
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(The Thai government’s plan to pursue a development policy in the country’s restive south will not bring an end to the longstanding
armed conflict centred there, said a top-selling Thai newspaper. In a hard-hitting editorial published on Saturday, English daily The
Nation said failure seek a political solution to the ongoing insurgency would doom any plans for development in the country’s deep

south.)
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(“Authorities have often talked about justice but not a single security officer in these past 13 years, since the current wave of
insurgency began, has been punished for any crime - even in the most obvious cases that called for criminal charges. “It is intriguing
that local and international human rights organisations have documented so many violations but none of them has been dealt with

seriously by the government.”)
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(MARA Patani is not in a position to guarantee that the insurgents will not carry out attacks, because they have virtually no control

over the militants on the ground and the one group that does — the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN) - is not a part of the dialogue

process.”)

ﬁmﬁaﬂda ; http://www.nst.com.my/news/2016/12/196293/thais-plan-develop-restive-south-doomed-fail-political-solution-way-go-

report
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(With one side holding a microphone, while there is a genuine absence of an identifiable spokesman for the BRN and the organic,
decentralized structure of the insurgent cells, it makes it extremely difficult for researchers and journalists to verify whether specific

operations or attacks charged to the militancy are indeed genuine.

Even the identity of the membership of the Dewan Pimpinan Parti (DPP), the BRN’s ruling council, is extremely secretive. The Thai
government claims to have a list of DPP members, but BRN cadres -- even those who have left the group and have been working

with the government since -- say no one knows for sure.)
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(In the absence of an identifiable spokesman for the separatist militants, the narrative about what conflict and insurgency aim to
achieve in the southernmost border provinces is pretty much left to the Thai side to construct.)\
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