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(Thai soldiers have been deployed to patrol full time a long stretch of the Thai-Malaysian border in two provinces to stop illegal

border crossings and smuggling, The Bangkok Post newspaper has reported.

Thai army chief Chalermchai Sithisart approved the round-the- clock deployment of the border patrol teams at Narathiwat and Yala

provinces from May 12, the paper said on Sunday. These provinces border the Malaysian states of Kelantan, Perak and Kedah.

The patrols came about following recent news that the authorities in Malaysia had captured several militants from the country who
support the Islamic State in Irag and Syria (ISIS) and had been smuggling weapons from Thailand. This led to fears of possible

cooperation between the Muslim insurgents in South Thailand and the ISIS terror group, Bangkok Post said.

The soldiers from the 15th Infantry Division are deployed in small teams, and aim to block the smuggling of war materials, including

explosives, and prevent illegal crossings by Thai insurgents, General Chalermchai said.)

ﬁu'l‘fl’aga ; http://www straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thai-soldiers-patrol-border-with-malaysia
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(Residents from the Narathiwat side of Sungai Golok are protesting against the recent action by the Thai military to shut down six

illegal jetties popular with locals.

The Thais have been conducting round-the-clock patrols in the vicinity of the jetties in Yala and Narathiwat provinces since May 12 to

the consternation of villagers who are used to moving freely across the border for trade and familial ties.

Thai army chief Gen Chalermchai Sithisart was quoted in The Bangkok Post on Sunday as saying the move to tighten security at its

border stems from the need to address the “insurgency problem in Thailand’s southern provinces”.

Translated into action, it means to curb the smugsling of weapons and the free movement of people across the border without going

through Customs and Immigration.
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In response to the restriction of access to the Gaji, Jambu, Bereng, Cek Kaseng, Retak and Buluh jetties, Narathiwat residents held a

peaceful protest on Saturday.

Thai authorities blocked access to the jetties when news broke out that a suspected Malaysian-based Islamic State militant was
arrested for allegedly smuggling arms for the terrorist organisation.)

ﬁm%’aga ; http://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2017/06/06/thais-protesting-against-closure-of-six-illegal-sg-golok-jetties/
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(Thailand has decided to keep the seven boat crossings at Sungai Golok in Narathiwat opened as usual for the convenience of users

from Thailand and Malaysia during the holy month of Ramadan.

Nevertheless, government spokesman Lt Gen Sansern Kaewkamnerd said, the seven boat crossings will be put under intensified

security inspection by the authorities to deter any illegal activities such as smuggling.

"The people of two countries, Thailand and Malaysia could still use the boat crossings but inspections (by the authorities) to prevent

untoward incidents at the areas will be intensified," he said during a media conference here today....)
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(On the issue of Kelantan-Thailand border safety, Zahid said a fencing wall will be set up to curb illegal movement.

Ahmad added that the state government agreed to cooperate with the federal government in solving problems.)
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(The armed conflict in the Philippines' Marawi city should serve as a wake-up call to the Thai authorities in addressing the insurgency
in southern Thailand, analysts say, as the tensions could open the door for the ISIS terror group, which often exploits conflicts

involving Muslims.
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Last week, Thailand started deploying 24-hour patrols in Narathiwat and Yala provinces bordering Malaysia, following news of the

capture of an ISIS cell involving Malaysian militants who smuggled weapons across the border.)
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("Across the region, the ground is shifting rapidly and Bangkok can no longer afford the luxury of assuming the conflict will remain
somehow insulated from these wider currents, or that stepped- up border patrols will solve the problem," Mr Anthony Davis, a

Bangkok-based security analyst, told The Straits Times.

"Clearly, ISIS has interest in exploiting areas of conflict which involve Muslims and south Thailand represents an area of opportunity.")
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("(BRN and ISIS) do not share the same ideology and BRN has made it very clear that ISIS is not welcome," said Mr Don Pathan, an

analyst who writes about southern Thailand issues.)

ﬁm%’aga ; http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/conflict-in-thai-south-could-be-exploited-by-isis-warn-analysts
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( Malaysia’s defense minister Friday proposed a special meeting with his counterparts from Indonesia, the Philippines, Singapore and

Thailand to discuss what he described as a threat to all five countries by the extremist group Islamic State (IS).

Minister Hishammuddin Hussein made the remarks as he visited Mindanao island in the southern Philippines, where he met with his
Philippine counterpart, Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana. Mindanao is where IS-linked Filipino militant groups, backed by fighters
from Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and other nations, have been battling Philippine government forces in the besieged city of Marawi

for well over two weeks.

In a statement released Friday, Hishammuddin said the five defense ministers should meet as soon as possible to discuss ways to

work together to counter a regional threat from IS.

“This is because the five countries directly and indirectly are involved with the Daesh threat,” he said, referring to IS by another
name. “This situation must be addressed immediately before they become more aggressive and jeopardize the stability and

sovereignty in the region.”)
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(The World Economic Forum recently released its Travel and Tourism Competitiveness Report, which analyzes the state of the travel

and tourism sectors in 136 countries.

As a part of the report, the WEF ranks the safety of each of those countries. To come up with this ranking, the forum "measures the

extent to which a country exposes tourists and businesses to security risks mainly related to serious harm to people (violence and

terrorism)." The ranking does not take petty crime into account.
We rounded up the 20 most dangerous countries from the report, based on safety and security.
Keep reading to see which countries you might want to avoid.

The provinces of Yala, Pattani, Narathiwat, and Songkhla — all of which are in southern Thailand — are the most dangerous in the

country. In the past 13 years, more than 6,500 deaths have occurred in these areas because of violence. There's also a martial law in

effect in the region.)
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http://reports.weforum.org/travel-and-tourism-competitiveness-report-2017/ranking/#series=TTCI.A.02
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/country/thailand.html
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( Five Thai nationals, believed to be victims of human trafficking, have been freed from the clutches of a begging syndicate.

Perak crime chief Senior Asst Comm Datuk Gan Tian Kee said the five victims, all men aged 18 to 28, had been soliciting funds for the

supposed construction of a mosque in Narathiwat, Thailand, for the past 11 months.

He added police also arrested another 36-year-old Thai man, who acted as the victims' taskmaster, following a raid at a house at

Taman Tanjung Damai in Tanjung Rambutan at 9.50pm on Tuesday.

"Police first picked up one of the victims in Gunung Rapat at about 3.30pm. On him was a file with documents of his begging activities

and receipts for a Masjid Nurul Huda.
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"The victim then led us to the house where the four other victims and the suspect were resting," he said.

"Initial investigations show that the victims were made to beg in various parts of Ipoh from 6.30am to 5pm daily. During the month of

Ramadan, they begged from 6.30am to 7pm.
"They were paid RM20 per day if they managed to collect RM100, failing which they would not get any food.

According to SAC Gan, the victims were all from poor families and had entered the country by car via Padang Besar.)

ﬁu"n‘ﬂ'aga ; http://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2017/06/07/cops-rescue-five-thais-from-begging-syndicate/
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2017/06/246867/cops-rescue-thai-syndicate-victims-forced-beg-ipoh-streets
http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v8/newsindex.php?id=1362714

http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/malaysia-police-say-thai-nationals-forced-to-wear-traditional-malay-clothes-and-beg
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