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(Reporters watched proceedings on a television screen in a side room.
But they were told by court officials that any reporting of what was said at the trial had been banned since the start of proceedings

last year.

No reason was given for the decision.
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Thailand’s generals seized power in 2014. Secret court hearings have since become more commonplace, particularly in military
tribunals and for royal defamation prosecutions.

But it is rare for such restrictions to be placed on a criminal trial.

“As a matter of basic judicial principles, trials should be public unless there is a very good reason why they’re not,” Sam Zarifi, Asia
director for the International Commission of Jurists, told AFP.)

Huiihdannin the malaymailonline dox1taidie the Straits Times doasalUs uaz manila bullentin defiatud Susrsdstoyaandningn
AFP

Vimﬁau‘ja ; http://www.themalaymailonline.com/world/article/open-the-document-in-a-new-window

http://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thai-media-muzzled-on-human-trafficking-trial

http://news.mb.com.ph/2017/01/24/thai-court-muzzles-media-as-trafficking-defense-begins/
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(After a decade of violence, the Thai government reached out to Sapae-ing. Jaded, he balked but eventually sent representatives
calling for greater autonomy instead of outright independence, a reconciliatory step that took insurgents by surprise. But he refused

to meet Thai officials and talks went nowhere.)
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(His death comes as new rounds of peace talks are underway. But the BRN has opted out and few think things will change.
"For now, they do not trust the military government," Srisompob said. "It depends on the progress of the peace dialogues. Just wait

and see.")

Vimﬁau‘ja ; http://www.foxnews.com/world/2017/01/23/spiritual-leader-thailand-southern-insurgents-dies.html
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(A respresentative of MARA Patani (Patani Consultative Council) has described the progress of the informal southern Thailand peace
talks with the Thai government as "surprisingly encouraging".

According to Dr Abu Hafez al-Hakim, encouraging results were achieved despite the slower pace of the progress and scepticism
towards the idea of "talking peace" with the military-backed government.)
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(He further said: "As far as MARA Patani is concerned, the expected outcome from talks with the Thai government is to consolidate
the peace process through preparation and implementation of Safety Zones (SZ).

"This is because the military is the real authority of security and safety while the remaining issues of development, justice,
administration, education and others will be discussed with the future elected government of Thailand.")

ﬁmw%’aaﬂa ; http://www.oananews.org/content/news/general/mara-patani-rep-describes-peace-talks-progress-surprisingly-encouraging

http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v8/newsindex.php?id=1323857
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ﬁuﬁauﬂa ; http://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2017/01/25/malaysia-thai-police-to-share-intel-on-arrested-gang-leader/

http://www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/thai-cops-nab-malaysian-gang-leader-over-hatyai-robbery
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(— A mystery Malaysian drug lord is on the Thai police radar after they intercepted two large consignments of methamphetamine
pills worth about RM33 million, meant to have been smuggled into Malaysia this month.

It is learnt the man was waiting to receive the consignments totalling 858,000 ‘Yaba’ (a type of methamphetamine) pills when
southern Thai authorites seized one of the drug consigcnments on Jan 16 in Pattani, and the other in Songkla, five days later.

A highly-placed source in the country’s Narcotics Suppression Bureau (NSB) told Bernama the two seizures were inter-related as the
buyer for both drug consisnments was a Malaysian.

“The buyer has been identified as a Malaysian man. We obtained this information after the police conducted further investigations on
the matter.)

ﬁm%’auua ; http://www.themalaymailonline.com/malaysia/article/malaysian-drug-lord-on-thai-police-radar-over-seizure-of-rm33m-in-
methampet

http://www.bernama.com/bernama/v8/newsindex.php?id=1324396
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