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(Will opposing sides in the southern Thai peace talks manage to overcome their latest differences and find common ground to pave the way

for the setting up a ‘safety zone’ in one of the districts in the southern provinces ?

MARA Patani’s (Majlis Syura Patani) strong statement a few days ago against a controversial ‘de-radicalisation’ programme and the
announcements of 14 ‘safety zones’ by the Fourth Army Region has infused a sense of confusion into the peace talks.)
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(On another contentious issue regarding immunity for observers from Mara Patani to enter and monitor conduct in the proposed ‘safety zone’,

Piyawat was adamant that the “individuals” would face arrest if they violated Thai law.
“If they violate Thai law, | will arrest all. No one is beyond the law, we use the same law across the country,” he stressed.)
agalsfimumaiendnust iana Wnthauzyeneiedufiay vand1iinu1i bernama 31 Wkaswling1al « lifanudaudiedsiidoravuivedunsg

Wi kazwiinaai « sgneldaneifudyrieniu wezwiinslianududuiifiuanaaiudnausieiaasafinuineiueginuien

wla
(Meanwhile, Aksara also rubbished the alleged “conflict” between him and Piyawat by saying that both were in the “same command line.”

“We do not have conflict but we join hands to work, based on some different views as everyone has a right to have their personal opinion, but

in the end we can talk and understand each other,” the retired general told Bernama.)
ﬁm%@yja ; http://www.bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1447781

https://borneobulletin.com.bn/southern-thai-peace-talks-facing-more-hurdles/
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(Thailand’s peace initiative with Malay Muslim insurgents in the Deep South has hit a snag as rebels have threatened not to go through with

the Safety Zone initiative unless Bangkok releases three of their imprisoned members.

Thai officials insisted that the call to release the three prisoners was not a demand tied to the prospect of a safety zone — or geographically
limited ceasefire — but a “request” from MARA Patani, the panel representing insurgent groups in the peace talks. The Justice Ministry is looking
into the case, officials told me.

If granted, it would not be a pardon but an early release, according to sources, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

If not, it would be a setback for the Safety Zone, a much-talked about project that would become Thailand’s showpiece for the international

community. The project involves the designation of a district where a ceasefire is to be observed in Thailand’s southern border region.
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MARA Patani, an umbrella organization made up of six long-standing separatist movements, began talks with the Thai government three years

ago.

Like all other previous peace initiatives, Thailand’s engagement with MARA Patani rests on a shaky ground because the umbrella organization

does not have control over the combatants on the ground.

A military intelligence officer described Thailand’s engagement with MARA Patani as “just buying time” until the leadership of the Barisan
Revolusi Nasional (BRN), the one group that controls virtually all of the militants in the field, decided to join the peace process. )
ﬂm%uﬂa ; https://www.benarnews.org/english/commentaries/far-south-view/Don-Pathan-03292018112213.html

a o A o oo = ° a @ o SRR ¥ a ‘L% o
&.m FUNATYINBNUELDTUN e AUIAN A159UTIVUNBENAA INgVEIBNaIUNNY AT BERIAUNNINUAUNISAeEnha “lag”uniin
o/ ¢ o o/ o/ ' ¢ d‘ 1 o/ o/ ' s o/ & a
woo Nlandu Fedrsralneldiunzuaainnisdunusaussndluzsanazunlugnyaulay NAUATIITMIAYUNINDUVEIENATUNNUNAIEUENAAYI?
uaeaasauniiunnlugnanalig

WA sIaLvEng NaIdua AUYINTMTIRUTIVUTINELENER Waed e iuniadenideinuaun1ansesuganiniigneninlvigiite
WIS UUANADUIUVIUNTULAUY I TENALLALTE

(Two Malaysian men have been arrested as Thai Police expanded their investigation into the discovery of 700 kilograms of "Ice" (Crystal

Methaphetamine) from a lorry transporting pineapples and watermelons in Chumphon, southern Thailand yesterday.

Narcotics Suppression Bureau (NSB) chief Lt Gen SommaiKongvisaisuk said, the two Malaysian men aged 49 and 34, and alleged to be members

of a transnational drug syndicates, were picked up at a house in the southern border town of Hatyai about 6.30 pm (local time) yesterday.

"The two Malaysian men were arrested as they unloaded the drugs from the lorry to a house in Hatyai," he told Bernama here, today adding

that, the police also arrested a 45-year-old Thai man whom they suspected to be the syndicate's local accomplice.
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He said, the Malaysians travelled to Hatyai to pick up the drugs before trying to smuggle them across the border into Malaysia.

Efforts to track down other members of the transnational drug syndicate began after the authorities stopped the lorry at a security checkpoint

in Chumphon at about 1.30 am (local time yesterday) and discovered the drugs hidden among the fruits.....)

ﬁmﬁgauua ; http//www.bernama.com/en/news.php?id=1449196

https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/417654
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(In January this year, Thai police intercepted a lorry in Nakhon Ratchasima in northeast Thailand and discovered 300kg of "ice" hidden among

hundreds of watermelons inside a vehicle bound for southern Thailand.

In June last year, Thai authorities stopped a lorry transporting hundreds of durians in Hatyai and discovered 306kg of cannabis (ganja) hidden

among the "King of Fruits," which they believed were bound for Malaysia.)

uveYa ; https:
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(Malaysia will enhance its cooperation with Thailand to prevent cross-border drug smuggling activities, said Datuk Nur Jazlan Mohamed (pic).
The Deputy Home Minister said that authorities would need to beef up their operation to cripple drug smugsling activities using the land links
between Malaysia and Thailand.

Nur Jazlan was asked to comment on the arrest of two Malaysians in Haatyai, Thailand three days ago for trying to smuggle 700kg of crystal
methamphetamine worth millions of ringgit.)

ﬁm%@uua ; https:
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