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2018-04-28 13 6 2.17
2018-04-29 26 3 8.67
2018-04-30 29 q 7.25
2018-05-01 29 q 7.25
2018-05-02 30 3 10
2018-05-03 25 2 12.5
2018-05-04 28 9 3.11
25.71 4.43 5.8
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2018-05-09 26 7 3.71
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(Thai police have warned its citizens and Malaysians against crossing the border illegally, as authorities intensify operations around Sungai Golok
this week.
Sungai Golok police chief Pol Colonel Prayut Phongsanti said a special operation was launched yesterday to monitor illegal activities, ranging

from smuggling of goods to illegal crossing, at the border areas.
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The operation, set to continue until Friday, was held to encourage citizens of both countries to use the legal channel when entering or leaving

Malaysia and Thailand.

“This operation will cover all the illegal jetties in Thailand's side of Sungai Golok, from Tanah Merah to Tumpat.

“This will be a round-the-clock operation. We hope both locals and travellers will use the immigration checkpoint as they should,” said Prayut.
He, however, denied that the operation was aimed to track down individuals who have dual citizenship ahead of 14th General Election (GE14).

This was following a recent report that Thai immigration police chief had ordered his officers to tighten security at all entry points bordering

Malaysia to track down individuals with dual citizenship.

Meanwhile, 8th Brigade commander Brigadier-General Datuk Nazari Abd Hadi said security along the Kelantan-Thai border has been stepped up

to prevent unwanted elements from crossing over.

“Soldiers stationed along the border are told to beef up their operation at all time including during the election period,” he told NSTP when

asked to comment on the border security ahead of tomorrow’s 14th General Election.)
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(Thailand has been ranked the second most Muslim-friendly travel destination among destinations under the non-Organisation of Islamic

Cooperation (OIC).

Malaysia and Singapore have retained their positions as the top-ranked destinations in the US$220 billion (55295 billion) global Muslim travel
market as rivals seek to close the gap, according to the Mastercard-Crescent Rating Global Muslim Travel Index (GMTI) 2018 reported on

Tuesday (May 8).
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In this year's GMTI, Thailand improved its ranking by two spots to the 16th position among 130 destinations. The improvement can be
attributed to the continued effort by Thailand's tourism stakeholders in broadening the availability of halal restaurants and promoting the

destination to Muslim travellers.

Among non-OIC destinations, Thailand retained its second position behind Singapore, as the most Muslim-friendly destination for travellers.

Japan and Taiwan surged into the top five for the first time since the GMTI was released.

The Mastercard-Crescent Rating Global Muslim Travel Index (GMTI) 2018, which covers 130 destinations, saw Malaysia retain the premier spot in
the overall rankings (including both OIC and non-OIC nations) while Indonesia's year-on-year growth saw it moved up to joint second with the

United Arab Emirates.

Thailand is catching up to the leaders in attracting Muslim visitors as government initiatives, such as the National e-Payment Plan and
Standardised QR Code, make travelling safer and more convenient for more diverse international visitors, said Mr Donald Ong, country manager

for Thailand and Myanmar at Mastercard.

"Thailand is already ranked second among non-OIC countries as our growing tourism industry taps into this increasingly important market

segment," he added.)

nudeya ; https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/se-asia/thailand-among-most-muslim-friendly-travel-destinations-behind-singapore-report
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